		In-person training and service events organized or led by VMN volunteers (either for other chapter members or the public):
· In-person programming is allowed following the conditions below, but VCE strongly encourages the continuation of virtual programming while the state is in Phase II.
· In-person programming is only allowed if certain requirements can be met and the event/program is conducted in accordance with current State and local guidelines in Phase II of the Forward Virginia plan. In addition, in-person programming is limited to:
· Indoor programming-Group size maximum is 22 (including staff/presenters/leaders) where social distancing of six feet apart is maintained.
· Outdoor programming-Group size maximum is 50 (including staff/presenters/leaders) where social distancing of six feet apart is maintained.
· Specific event guidance/checklist can be found here. VMN volunteers who are leading or organizing in-person activities need to consult and use this checklist.
· Volunteer participation must be fully voluntary or conducted virtually. Many volunteers may fall in the vulnerable or at-risk category and cannot be required to fulfill obligations at this time. As we’ve stated before, we do not want VMN volunteers to feel obligated or pressured to conduct their service activities right now. We are not going to automatically make a volunteer inactive if they were not able to volunteer in 2020, so long as they have the intention of being active in the program in the future. We anticipate having a reduction in the hours requirement for recertification this year and an extension in the time allowed for volunteers to achieve their first-time certification. We will send a separate email about changes to certification requirements in mid-July. 
· If your chapter decides to resume in-person activities such as chapter meetings, we encourage you to provide a virtual option for any volunteers not comfortable resuming in-person contact. For many chapters, it may be a better option to continue having fully virtual chapter meetings, especially given all the limitations in terms of group size, spacing out seating, etc. 
· If your chapter is considering having a fall basic training course, please contact me so that we can talk through if/how it could work. 
 
In-person training and service events organized by other agencies/partners/organizations:
· The above guidelines pertain mainly to events that VMN chapters and volunteers are organizing or leading. I recognize that VMN volunteers also attend in-person events organized by other groups and agencies for which they do not have a leadership role at all.
· VMN chapter leaders do not need to pre-screen every activity put on by another organization to find out if they follow the same checklist that we need to follow if we are the organizers. Instead, we ask that chapters continue to approve projects/activities in the same manner they normally would, and that VMN volunteers use their own personal judgement to decide whether to participate in an approved continuing education or service event if it is organized by another group. 
· If a VMN volunteer does participate in an in-person event with another organization, we ask that the volunteer keep themselves and others safe by:
· maintaining physical distancing from other people at the event
· following Governor Northam’s order related to face masks where applicable
· avoiding sharing of equipment.
 
One last bit of information: I am going to be on personal leave June 27-July 12, which is why I was in a hurry to get these new guidelines to you soon after I received them today. I realize that you may have related questions that come up during that time when you try to apply these guidelines to your own situations. If you could please start by consulting with your chapter advisors to work through the situation, that would be of great help! Your advisors are here to provide that kind of assistance. Otherwise, it may be a few weeks before I am able to get back to you. 
 
Thank you all so very much for your leadership. I know from conversations with many of you that you have put a lot of time and effort into keeping your chapters connected during this time and making alternate plans. I appreciate all of it!

Michelle Prysby
VMN Program Director
mprysby@vt.edu
434-872-4571
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		The bees are very busy on our milkweed these days!
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